PAGE  
2

[image: image1.png]


Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders’ Sanctuary

PO Box 2260

Spotsylvania, VA 22553

540-972-0936

www.equineelders.org
TRAVELLER’S REST

EQUINE ELDERS SANCTUARY

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

Thank you for your interest in the

Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders Sanctuary Volunteer Program.

Volunteers are an important part of TREES and we welcome those who wish to participate in offering new lives to senior horses, ponies, donkeys and mules that have had less than happy pasts. Experience working with horses is not a requirement. Volunteers must be at least 12 years of age, though minors must be accompanied by a parent or guardian when at the sanctuary.  We look forward to working with you to make TREES a safe haven for our equine residents and to help owners of senior equine keep their horses healthy, happy and at home.

If you are interested in Helping Forgotten Friends, please complete and return this questionnaire to Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders Sanctuary, PO Box 2260, Spotsylvania, VA 22553, or return by email to info@equineelders.org. (Any form returned via email will later require an original signature before active participation in TREES activities.) All information submitted will remain confidential and is for TREES’ use only.

Here is a small sample of some of the activities you may wish to help with:

· Mucking stalls

· Feeding the residents

· Maintaining barns, fences, paddocks and fields

· Researching information for web site and educational literature

· Grooming horses

· Staffing information or fundraising booths at fairs and other events

· Maintain photo albums

· Design and “build” posters for educational events
Date_______________________

Name______________________________________ Date of Birth________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________ State_______ Zip ____________

Phone___________________________Email_________________________________

Days/Times you are likely to be available to volunteer:

Date available to start____________

Would you like to work:

Once every two weeks____ Once a week____ Twice a week____ Once a month____

Special Projects____ Other____________________________________________

Do you have any previous volunteer experience? (What organization, duties, for how long, etc.  Please use back of page if needed.)
Please describe your horse related experience (Experience working with horses is not required to volunteer at TREES):

If you have taken riding lessons or ridden regularly at a stable, did you participate in the care of the horses there? If yes, describe responsibilities:

What other qualifications, skills, experience or education do you have that you would like to use in your volunteer work with TREES? (Not necessarily horse-related....for example, photography, computer skills, artistic talent, carpentry, electrical or plumbing)

Are there any areas of volunteering at TREES you would rather not participate in?

Do you have any physical considerations that TREES should be aware of (Asthma, Bee allergies, back injuries etc.):  ________  If yes, please specify.

In an emergency, whom should we notify?

Name_______________________________ Relationship to you__________________

Home Phone_______________________ Work phone__________________________

Horses are never “put to sleep” at TREES because they have “been here too long” or because they are not likely to be adopted soon. There are times, however, when animals must be given a dignified end to suffering that can no longer be relieved by reasonable means.  How do you feel about euthanasia?

If you have your own horses or other companion animals, please tell us a little about them.
Do you have any questions about TREES or its policies that you would like to have addressed before you begin working with the sanctuary?

TREES recognizes that some volunteers have had considerable experience with horses before coming to the farm shelter. It is important, however, that volunteers perform tasks at TREES according to the Farm Manager’s direction. A number of the equine residents have unknown or unhappy pasts and require special handling. Consistency is imperative. TREES policies and procedures are developed according to what is best for the horses who live here.

If accepted as a TREES volunteer, I understand and agree to the following:

· I agree to conduct myself in a courteous and professional manner as a volunteer of Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders Sanctuary.

· I will abide by all TREES policies and procedures.

· I agree to be supervised by the TREES President, Farm Manager or designee and will report to the President or Farm Manager any ideas, constructive criticisms or problems.

· I authorize Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders Sanctuary to seek emergency medical care in case of accident, injury or illness and to call the emergency contact on this application.

· I agree to indemnify and hold harmless Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders Sanctuary, its Board of Directors, officers, agents, and employees from and against any and all liability whatsoever arising out of or related to my duties under this agreement or for any negligent act or omission by Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders Sanctuary, its Board of Directors, officers, agents and employees.

· If I fail to abide by the terms of this agreement, I understand I will be terminated from the program at the sole discretion of Traveller’s Rest Equine Elders Sanctuary

.

Signature______________________________________ Date____________________

Witness_______________________________________ Date____________________
